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 Heather Murphy Capps writes Upper Middle-Grade books about history,
social justice, science, and magic. She is a mother of two and an education
equity activist. As a biracial author, Heather is passionate about creating
diversity in publishing. Her critically acclaimed debut novel, “Indigo and
Ida,” has been called “moving and inspiring,” received two starred reviews,
made Booklist's 2023 "Top 10 First Novels for Youth," and was a finalist in the
Jane Addams 2024 Children's Book Awards. Her next book, “The Rule of
Three” (Lerner/Carolrhoda Books) publishes in August 2024.

Meg Eden Kuyatt teaches creative writing at colleges and writing centers.
She is the author of the 2021 Towson Prize for Literature winning poetry
collection “Drowning in the Floating World” and children’s novels including
a 2024 ALA Schneider Family Book Award Honor “Good Different,” and the
forthcoming “The Girl in the Wall” (Scholastic, 2025). Find her online at
megedenbooks.com.
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Feature Events - Banned Books Week
THE DISAPPEARING BOOKSHELF:
WHY YOU SHOULD WRITE KIDLIT IN
THE ERA OF BOOK CHALLENGES*
THU: SEP. 26; 7:30PM - 8:30PM
VIRTUAL PROGRAM
According to PEN America, nearly
900 different books were banned in
the first part of the 2022-2023 school
year. Libraries are also facing book
challenges, with children’s literature
being a common target. With so
much contention about what kids
read, why should authors consider
writing for teens and young
readers? 

Join children’s authors Heather
Murphy Capps and Meg Eden for a
frank discussion of the current state
of kidlit, the unique joys and
challenges of writing for readers in
this age category, and why children
still need books about a wide variety
of characters, topics, and life
experiences.
All registrants will receive a zoom
link for this session.

MINI BOOKS: BANNED BOOK EDITION*
TUE, SEP. 24; 5PM - 6:30PM
AT PITTSVILLE BRANCH
Let's take a look at some of the
most frequently banned books,
while creating our very own mini
versions of them. The finished
books will only be 1.5 inches tall!

BANNED BOOKS WEEK PHOTO BOOTH
9/23 - 9/28; ALL DAY
AT PITTSVILLE BRANCH
It’s banned books week and you’ve been caught
reading a banned book! Come down to the
Pittsville branch anytime this week and get your
official mugshot taken. Afterwards, we’ll print it
out for you to take home. Photos will be 2x3in.,
one printed photo per person. Drop-ins welcome.

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

AND TO
REGISTER:
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Truth Thomas is a singer-songwriter, poet, and
photographer, born in Knoxville, Tennessee and raised in
Washington, DC (the Capitol recording artist once known
as Glenn Edward Thomas). He is the founder of Cherry
Castle Publishing and studied creative writing at Howard
University under Dr. Tony Medina. Thomas earned his MFA
in poetry at New England College. His collections include
“Party of Black,” “A Day of Presence,” “Bottle of Life,” “Speak
Water,” winner of the 2013 NAACP Image Award for
“Outstanding Literary Work in Poetry” and “My TV is Not the
Boss of Me,” (a children's book, by Cory Thomas). He is a
former Writer-in-Residence for the Howard County Poetry
and Literature Society (HoCoPoLitSo) and the Inaugural
Poet Laureate of Howard County, Maryland. His poems
have appeared in over 150 publications, including The 100
Best African American Poems (edited by Nikki Giovanni)
and This Is the Honey (edited by Kwame Alexander). He is
the creator of the Skinny Poetry form and Editor-in-Chief
of “The Skinny Poetry Journal.”

WRITE YOUR TRUTH*
SAT, SEP. 28; 1PM - 3PM
AT PAUL S. SARBANES BRANCH
Join us for a dynamic poetry workshop, "Writing
Your Truth," open to writers of all levels. Dive into the
art of authentic expression at the Sarbanes Branch
library from 1-3 PM EST. Discover the essence of
poetic craft, explore diverse genres, including the
Skinny Poetry form. Also learn practical methods to
overcome possible “writing blocks,” through
engaging writing prompts. Afterward, step into Unity
Square across the street for an invigorating open
mic session from 3:30-5:00 PM, that will be as sweet
as Smith Island Cake. Whether you're a seasoned
poet or a beginner, this workshop promises a
supportive environment to nurture your voice. Don’t
miss out on this opportunity to write from your heart
and share your journey with fellow poets. No prior
experience required--just bring your passion and a
desire to write your truth.

READ YOUR TRUTH - AN OPEN MIC EVENT AT UNITY
SQUARE*
SAT, SEP. 28; 3:30PM - 4:30PM
AT PAUL S. SARBANES BRANCH
Inspire your community to be “Freed Between the
Lines” by reading a passage of your work or an
excerpt from a favorite book. Readers will have three
minutes to share their truth at this Banned Books
Week event. 

FUN WITH CODING FOR 11
YEAR OLDS AND UP*
MON, OCT. 28; 3:30PM - 5:30PM
AT PAUL S. SARBANES BRANCH

DRONE OBSTACLE COURSE*
TUE, NOV. 12; 3:30PM - 5:30PM
AT PAUL S. SARBANES BRANCH

STEM GAMES/POP UP
BOOKMOBILE STOP
SAT, OCT. 26; 10AM - 12PM
Sharptown Town Hall

FUN WITH CODING FOR 5-10
YR. OLDS
MON, NOV. 4; 3:30PM - 5:30PM
Willards Elementary parking lot

Join the fun as the Maryland STEM Festival celebrates its 10th
anniversary! This month-long celebration of science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics features the
theme 'Engineering: Ideas to Reality.'  Explore exciting
activities and events that bring innovative ideas to life. For
more information, visit marylandstemfestival.org.

*Registration is required.  For more information or to register, visit the Events Calendar at www.wicomicolibrary.org/events
























